This is the third in our series of ALUMNI INTERVIEWS in the Retiree Times.   If you have ideas for people we should interview or would like to see us ask other questions, please email Sammantha McDonald (SM) at samm@samm-mcdonald.com.  

Walter (WS) and Judy Scott (JS)  
Walter joined SDG&E in 1969 and worked primarily in the Customer Service Division with brief assignments in Public Affairs and Governmental Relations.  He retired in 2001 with 31 years of service.  Judy began her career with SDG&E in 1974, working also in the Customer Service Division, retiring also in 2000 with 26 years of service as an Account Executive for residential and commercial services.  Judy returned to the company in 2004 and retired again in 2007.  Walter and Judy were married in 1980.  Their daughters, Penney Newell and Delinda Persons are employees of SDG&E.  
(SM):  What have you done since you retired? 

(WS):  I have served on the Board of Directors for Family Health Centers of San Diego for the last 26 years.  Judy and I love to travel in our motorhome and we have been to nearly every state in the U.S. and have crossed Canada.

(JS):    When not traveling, I volunteer at my church, Calvary Chapel.  I like to work in the yard and have been attempting to learn to use tools for woodworking.
(SM):  Tell us about the time you spend with each other, your kids and grandkids 

(JS):  )  We spend most of our time together.  We love to be with our 3 daughters and their families, but now they are the ones who are busy all the time.  We have 8 grandchildren and 4 great-grandkids
(SM):    What do you consider to be the best thing about being retired?  

(WS):   Traveling, not being in rush hour traffic and shopping at times others than the weekends.
(JS):     The best thing is doing what I want, when I want to do it.  I love being able to sip tea and watch the Today Show until I feel like getting out of bed.  It’s also great to hop in the RV and take off any time we want to.

(SM):    What’s your Retirement Philosophy?  
(JS):     I never thought about a retirement philosophy, but I’d say retirement isn’t stopping work, it’s changing the work you do.  Having time to do the “my important things” in life is a blessing.

(SM):   What is your fondest memory about working at SDG&E?
(WS):   Working with employees in all areas of the company.
(JS):     My fondest memory about working at SDGE has to be the people; including both employees and the customers I worked with.  The relationships became very strong over time.  Whether it was solving a customer’s problem, communicating a difficult company communication, or working on the Employees Who Care annual fundraising event, it always came down to the great people who surrounded me.  I would not trade anything for the memories I cherish from my years at SDGE.

(SM):   What do you do now that you couldn’t do when you were working?  

(WS):   Travel for extended periods.

(JS):     Travel--when we want, for as long as we want, as far away from San Diego as we want to travel.  We have seen so many fabulous places and met great people along the way.   Also, get up when I want to--no alarm clocks!
(SM):    Is it true that it is harder to get on your schedule now that you’ve retired?  

(WS):   No, I find that setting schedules works best.

(JS):    I don’t know about a schedule, but I will say I am busier now than I ever have been.  The difference is, I create the busy schedule and can stop when I need to.  I often wonder how I ever had time to work, but I finally realized I just didn’t have the time to do what I do now when I was still working.
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Walter and Judy on the Wharf in Seattle Washington
