A new column, ALUMNI INTERVIEWS, is debuting in today’s on-line newsletter of Retiree Times.   If you have ideas for people we should interview or would like to see us ask other questions, please email Sammantha McDonald at samm@samm-mcdonald.com.  
2012 Alumnus David Dohren 
Dave is a graduate of the University of Illinois and began his career with SDG&E in 1976.  He helped start the Finance Division and held various positions until becoming the Director of Finance in 1985. He was then Director of Customer Service over the Phone Center, Billing, Credit, Field Services, and Pricing. And by the early 90s Dave began his involvement in Electric Distribution as Director over Planning, Engineering, IT Systems, Compliance and Construction Services, ending his career assisting with Strategic Planning, Regulatory Cases and Special Projects.
SM:  What is your fondest memory about working at SDG&E? 
DD:  Of course, the wonderful people that I worked with over the years made every day going to work a fond memory.  And I took pleasure in our ability to set tough goals every year and then achieve the results necessary to max out on ICP!
SM:  What goals have you accomplished since you have retired?  
DD: I have a passion for travel, and I recently completed my goals to visit all 50 States, all 60 National Parks, and the 7 Continents. I’ve recently traveled to the Galapagos Islands, Machu Pichu, Peru, and Antarctica and will be going to South East Asia in the fall.  I’ve also played all 70+ public golf courses in San Diego County. When not traveling, I coordinate groups of friends and fellow retirees for various activities like hiking, biking, kayaking, golf, tennis camping, Frisbee golf and concerts.
Additionally, I am a part-time contractor at the exciting SDGE Energy Innovation Center (EIC) in Clairemont. This gives me a chance to utilize my years of experience to give back to the community by giving tours and working on special projects. SDG&E  Alumni can sign up for a tour of the EIC at www.sdge.com/eic. 
And, I also serve as an officer on the Board of the local University of Illinois Alumni Association.  
SM:  What is the best part of your retirement?  
DD:  Now that the kids, Rebecca (who works in Sempra Energy Employee Giving) and Scott are on their own, my wife of 42 years Suzanne and I are financially secure (thanks to SDGE) and are free to enjoy pursuing our passions.
SM: What do you do now that you couldn’t do while you were working?  	
DD:  Playing golf, going on long hikes and doing other activities during the week when there are no crowds!
SM:  Tell us about your “life” philosophy….
DD:  Enjoy every single day of good health that has been given to you. Never put off experiencing something enjoyable in your life whether it is an interaction with a  friend or a loved one, an activity or learning something new. Do it now and never look back! Remember that the time given to us on this earth is precious but limited.





 

